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Sources for use with Section A.

Answer the question in Section A on the option for which you have been prepared.

Option 39.1: Civil rights and race relations in the USA, 1850–2009

Source for use with Question 1.

Source 1: From President Johnson’s special message to Congress on civil rights, delivered 
15 March 1965. Johnson had submitted a Voting Rights bill to Congress in January 1965.

In our time we have come to live with moments of great crisis. Rarely does 
an issue reveal the secret heart of America itself – the values, purposes and 
meaning of our beloved Nation. The issue of equal rights for black Americans is 
such an issue.

There is no black problem. There is no Southern problem. There is no Northern 
problem. There is only an American problem. And we are meeting here tonight 
as Americans – not as Democrats or Republicans – we are meeting here as 
Americans to solve that problem.

Many of the issues of civil rights are very complex and most difficult. But about 
this there can and should be no argument. Every American citizen must have 
an equal right to vote. There is no reason that can excuse the denial of that 
right. Yet the harsh fact is that, in many places in this country, men and women 
are kept from voting simply because they are black.

Many underhand methods have been used to deny this right. The black citizen 
may go to register only to be told that the day is wrong, or the hour is late, 
or the official in charge is absent. And if the black citizen persists, and if he 
manages to present himself to the registrar of voters, he may be disqualified 
because he did not spell out his middle name or because he abbreviated a 
word on the application. And if he manages to fill out an application, the black 
citizen is given a test. The registrar is the only judge of whether he passes this 
test. The black citizen may be asked to recite the entire Constitution or explain 
the most complex provisions of State law.

Experience has clearly shown that the existing process of law cannot overcome 
systematic and determined discrimination. No civil rights law that we now 
have – and I have helped to pass three such laws – can ensure the right to vote 
when local officials are determined to deny it. In such a case our duty must be 
clear to all of us. The Constitution says that no person shall be kept from voting 
because of his race or his colour. We have all sworn an oath before God to 
support and to defend that Constitution. We must now act in obedience to that 
oath. There must be no delay.
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Option 39.2: Mass media and social change in Britain, 1882–2004

Source for use with Question 2.

Source 2: From the autobiography of George Lansbury, published 1928. Lansbury was 
the proprietor and editor of the Daily Herald newspaper in the years 1913–22.

On a daily basis, we never knew how to pay our bills at the Daily Herald. 
However, we made funds available to assist the protests of the unemployed 
from the outlying districts of England. It could be said of us that, whenever 
a strike took place, we were involved. The workers’ movement would have 
hopelessly failed without the Daily Herald, and the influence that a daily 
newspaper published in London gives. There are those who think that a 
newspaper is judged only by its circulation figures, or that influence is confined 
to those who have millions of readers. They are not aware that the most 
influential among Tory newspapers are those with small circulations. In this 
matter, quality counts as much as money.

Nobody has yet discovered how to compete with the Tory Press and its rich and 
powerful financial backers. Insurance schemes, stunts and huge advertising all 
cost large amounts of money. This money has never been available for me or 
for any other Labour press manager or editor. I think we must continue to do 
our best with what we have. Poisonous trash is poured out against the interests 
of the masses in the devious form of news propaganda. This is an attempt by 
those who use the Press to keep things as they are. Eventually, the growing 
intelligence of the masses will turn their minds away from this trash.  
Exceptional individuals have rescued us. Muriel, Countess de la Warr, sent a 
substantial sum of money to the Daily Herald. She has always been one of the 
most generous of our friends. There has never been a crisis overcome without 
her help. She is one of the few titled women who has always supported our 
movement. She has not only supported the Labour cause, but other worthy 
movements. These include the women’s fight for the right to vote in this 
country and the struggle to end all wars. In her son, Earl de la Warr, Labour will 
have secured one of its finest supporters if he serves the Labour movement as 
wholeheartedly as his mother has served all good causes.

Our work has not failed. On the foundations we have built with so much effort 
and sacrifice will one day arise a great Press. It will be devoted not to the 
spread of half-truths and lies but to the real truth.
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